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The COSTA Action aims at developing framework conditions for the use of 
LNG for ships in the Mediterranean, Atlantic Ocean and Black Sea areas. It 
will result in preparing an LNG Masterplan for short sea shipping between the 
Mediterranean Sea and North Atlantic Ocean as well as the Deep Sea cruising 
in the North Atlantic Ocean towards the Azores and the Madeira Island. The 
feasibility study results will promote Motorways of the Sea sustainability, 
contributing to the common effort addressing climate change, in particular in 
view of the forthcoming requirements with respect to the implementation of 
the requirements of Annex VI of the MARPOL Convention. 
 
The project will complement the results of the on-going LNG North Sea and 
Baltic project 2010-EU-21112-S. This will all increase the potential of 
Motorways of the Sea by lowering transport costs and reducing CO2, NOx 
and SOx emissions, in conjunction with greening the transport corridors and 
using of LNG as an alternative to marine bunker. If COSTA’s policy 
recommendations are implemented, it is expected that CO2 emissions from 
shipping could drop by 25% in 2020 and by 50% in 2050. For the air 
pollutants the use of LNG would eliminate SOx and reduce NOx by 90%. 

TEN-T Multi-Annual Programme 

Member States involved: 
Spain, Portugal, Italy, Greece 
 
Implementation schedule 
Start date: February 2012 
End date: April 2014 

Budget:  

Action promoter: €1,536,948 
 
Total project cost covered  
by this Decision: €3,073,896 
 
EU contribution: €1,536,948 
 
Percentage of EU support:  
Studies: 50% 

Additional information: 

Coordinator’s Report of  
the Priority Project: 
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastruct
ure/ten-t-implementation/priority-
projects/european-coordinators/luis-
valente-de-oliveira_en.htm 
 
European Commission, DG MOVE 
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/ 
index_en.html 
 
Trans-European Transport Network 
Executive Agency (TEN-T EA) 
http://ec.europa.eu/tentea 
 
Beneficiary:  
Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport 
www.mit.gov.it 
Liguria Region  
www.regione.liguria.it 
Instituto Portuário e dos Transportes Marítimos 
www.imarpor.pt 
Almazán Ingenieros 
www.almazan-ingenieros.es 
Fundacion Valenciaport 
www.fundacion.valenciaport.com 
Ocean Finance 
www.oceanfinance.gr 
Implementing bodies:  
RINA 
www.rina.org 
Grimaldi Group 
www.grimaldi.napoli.it 
Grandi Navi Veloci 
www2.gnv.it 
Portos dos Açores 
www.portosdosacores.pt 
Portos da Madeira 
www.portosdamadeira.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note that the present document is for information purposes only. Only the content of the individual Commission 
Decision (under preparation) can be considered legally binding. 
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